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How to use this curriculum
I'm so excited that you've chosen Rabbit Trails through Science to
use in your homeschool! This curriculum is a Charlotte Mason
inspired, relaxed curriculum for elementary grades. What this
means is that it's not designed to have lots of busy work. It's
designed to provide quality literature to your children, hands on
science experiments and activities, opportunities for copy work,
nature observation, and other means to learn fun and enriching
science material.
Rabbit Trails through Science was created with homeschooling
adventures in mind. Not only will you be learning science, but your
children will go on a journey through amazing books while gaining
scientific knowledge about the world around them. This curriculum
is meant to be used on your child's level. It's not meant to have
boxes checked off each day, but to do what works for your unique
family. When it comes to copywork and vocabulary, there are
suggestions given, but take what you need and leave the rest. If
your child isn't at the level of the suggestions, then create what
works for them. Same thing if they're capable of beyond what is
recommended. Make this curriculum your own!
Rabbit Trails through Science is a faith-based curriculum with Bible
verses included in each lesson. However, finding quality books that
do not discuss evolution can be difficult. Feel free to skip these
sections in any books that discuss this (as many are also not
recommended in the assigned reading passages of the core books).

I encourage you to enjoy reading as many of the books listed in this
curriculum as you can! Quality literature is the framework of this
curriculum. There are four core books to this curriculum, with
many other picture books recommended. However, don't become
overwhelmed with purchasing these books if you don't have the
means. Many can be found at libraries, on used book websites, etc.
The books listed in the Rabbit Trails and Library Lists are just
suggestions. Use what books you have on hand or find at your own
library on the topic! If you do choose to buy all of the books, you can
access many in my shop (this curriculum has links to my shop and
other affiliate links to help you easily find books and materials)

notebook style curriculum

As you may have noticed, this curriculum does not include any kind
of workbook for your children to work in. This was designed to all
be done in a notebook. You may choose a standard, wide ruled
notebook, or a blank journal or sketchbook without lines. Feel free
to use whatever method works best for you and your child.

core curriculum books
These books are recommended to be purchased to go along with the
curriculum as they'll be a part of each lesson in Rabbit Trails through
Science: Birds. All other suggested books are listed inside of the
individual lessons.
Explanatorium of Nature
by DK Smithsonian

The Burgess Bird Book
by Thornton Burgess

On Wings of Song
by JD McClatchy

Nests, Eggs, Birds
by Kelsey Oseid

Introduction
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birds

Read pages 220-223 in Explanatorium of Nature.
the
There are so many facts inside of this book. Take some
lesson
time to go through what you have read and discuss
everything and encourage questions!
Observation and Journaling: Observe birds in your area. Draw a
native bird and make a diagram labeling the different parts of a
bird.Your child may create their diagram based off of
Explanatorium or diagrams found online. Younger children may
need assistance with this, while older children may be able to do
this activity independently.
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Turn to page 20 in On Wings of Song and read The Jay by
Emily Dickinson. Choose part or all of it to use as copywork.
work
For all copywork, work where your child is. If they're
younger, work on individual letters or words. If
they're older, they may copy part of or the entire poem.
Copy
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Genesis 1:20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living
creatures, and let the birds fly above the earth across the vault of
the sky."
Take a minute with your children to marvel over the fact that the God
who created the birds of the air and the beasts of the field from nothing
created us as well, each unique in our own way!

some

fun

A great way to be able to observe birds in your own
backyard is by having a bird house or a bird feeder!
Follow the instructions and create your own milk carton
bird feeder to display in your yard.
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Supplies you will need:
-One half gallon size milk carton
-Scissors or a box cutter
-Hot glue

-A small dowel rod or stick
-Twine to hang the carton
-Hole punch (optional)
-Paint (optional)
-Bird seed (optional)
Instructions: Measure and mark a line 2.5 inches down from the top
edge of the carton on two adjoining sides, and again up from the bottom
of the same two adjoining sides. Carefully cut the sides off between the
two marked lines creating a large opening. Paint the outside of the
carton at this time if desired. Place sticks under the large opening and
hot glue in place. Make small holes in the very top of the carton to string
the twine through to hang your feeder. Fill the feeder with seeds if you
wish and hang from a pole or a tree branch for your birds to enjoy!
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Let's learn more about birds
with this beautiful book,
About Birds by Cathryn Sill.
Enjoy the artwork and take
time to observe the pictures.
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Start reading The
Burgess Bird Book.
(Recommended 1-2 chapters
a week to make this spread
over an entire
year study.

Head on over to Freeschool on YouTube
and search for All About Birds for
Children to learn some interesting facts
about birds.
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The Boy Who Drew Birds
by Jacqueline Davies

The Big Book of Birds
by Yuval Zommer

more
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-Vocabulary Words: You will have vocabulary words to add to your
child's notebook in every lesson. Of course, make sure this is age
appropriate. For younger children, just discuss the definitions or use
as copywork. For older children, they may look up the definitions
themselves in the dictionary or use it as copywork.
-Native (as in native to your area)
-Species
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-Research different native birds together. How many can you find
while sitting out in your yard? What kind of seed is best to buy for
them? What kind of bird house do they prefer?
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-Observe and sketch birds from your own backyard or a nearby
park. Read pages 126-129 in Nests, Eggs, Birds to learn more about
observing birds and record your findings.
-Choose some birds from About Birds to learn more about in the
back of the book.
-Create your own bird model out of clay.

-Play the game Bird Bingo. This game can be enjoyed over and over
again!

